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■ ■ Seafarers are again alerted to and war-
ned about the fact that vessels represent a
hazardous work environment. For ex-
ample, unsafe entry into enclosed spaces
continues to claim the lives of seafarers.
Many of the fatalities in enclosed spaces
have resulted from entering the space wit-
hout proper supervision and adherence to
recommended procedures (see article in
The Swedish Club Letter No 2/1998).
This, sadly, was again demonstrated in an
accident earlier this year which cost the li-
ves of two seafarers and came close to
causing the death of a third crew member.

Their ship was laden with a cargo of
coke. The three crew members, carrying
out routine maintenance work, opened a
manhole cover and one man collapsed
and fell into the space. A second man at-
tempted a rescue but he also collapsed
and fell. The third crew member lost con-
sciousness but survived.

A similar tragic and unnecessary inci-
dent was reported to the Club last year in-
volving the death of three shore workers
conducting maintenance work on board a ship
laden with logs. Contrary to given instructions
and without permission, they opened a manho-
le cover and entered the hold. All three men
succumbed, one after the other, to the rare and
toxic atmosphere and fell whilst descending the
hold ladder.

An enclosed space is defined as one with res-
tricted access that is not subject to continuous
ventilation and in which the atmosphere may
be hazardous due to the presence of hydrocar-
bon gas, toxic gases, inert gas or oxygen defi-
ciency. This definition includes cargo holds/
tanks, ballast tanks, fuel tanks, water tanks, lub-
ricating oil tanks, slop and waste oil tanks, se-
wage tanks, cofferdams, duct keels, void spaces
and trunkings and any other piece of machine-
ry or equipment that is not routinely ventilated
and entered. Respiratory hazards from a num-
ber of sources could be present in an enclosed
space. These could include, but not be limited
to, hydrocarbon vapours, benzene, hydrogen
sulphide and oxygen deficiency. Conditions
that may generate a hazardous atmosphere are,
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for instance, rusty enclosed spaces, petroleum
and chemical cargoes. Many materials fre-
quently carried in bulk are liable to cause oxy-
gen depletion in a cargo space or tank; these
include most vegetable products, grains, timber
logs and forest products, ferrous metals, metal
sulphide concentrates and coal cargoes. It
should be noted that there are no indications
or pre-warnings of oxygen deficiency which
may result in suffocation.

The rapid rescue of personnel who have col-
lapsed in an enclosed space presents particular
risk. In the event of a crew member being over-
come and collapsing, it is a natural reaction to
attempt an immediate rescue, but far too many
additional and unnecessary deaths have occur-
red from impulsive and ill-prepared rescue at-
tempts. In the event of an emergency, under no
circumstances should the attending crew mem-
ber enter the space before help has arrived and
the situation has been evaluated, since not
doing so would put his own life at risk and al-
most certainly jeopardise his attempts at bring-
ing out the victim alive.

The International Maritime Organiza-
tion and The International Chamber of
Shipping, amongst others, have issued
checklists and guidelines for entering en-
closed spaces of which IMO’s Checklist
for Safe Entry into Enclosed Spaces was
copied in The Swedish Club Letter No 2/
1998. These guidelines also describe the
tests to be carried out to determine
whether or not an enclosed space is safe
for entry, set out the conditions for entry
and precautions to be taken while in en-
closed spaces. In this respect reference is
also made to the International Conven-
tion for the Safety of Life at Sea, the
IMDG Code, including the Code of Safe
Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes (‘BC
Code’) and applicable national codes of
safe working practices for merchant sea-
men.

The importance of adhering to compa-
ny procedures, including safety manage-
ment systems, and applicable guidelines
and regulations for entering enclosed spa-
ces cannot be emphasised enough. There
are no valid grounds for failing to comply
fully and at all times with such recom-
mended procedures. It should be noted
that it has been scientifically proven that
adherence to procedures is one of the
most effective ways of avoiding acci-
dents. Yet procedures are not always fol-

lowed. Experience shows that even highly expe-
rienced personnel are involved in tragic acci-
dents of this kind – the probable cause being
complacency! It is important that regular re-
minders of the hazards and the need for total
compliance with procedures for safe entry are
communicated to seafarers.

The Club has recognised the need for in-
creased awareness of the risks associated with
enclosed spaces and, in 1993, the training acti-
vities at The Swedish Club Training Centre in
Piraeus were extended to include a course deal-
ing with hazardous atmosphere monitoring.
The aim is to increase the understanding of ha-
zardous atmospheres in enclosed spaces and to
teach participants the correct handling of in-
struments used for detecting hazardous atmos-
pheres. The overall course objective is to ensu-
re safety before entering enclosed spaces as well
as to reduce the risk of explosions.

■

spaces can kill
Pernilla Ljunggren
CLAIMS EXECUTIVE

Claims & Legal Support Department
The Swedish Club, Göteborg

Rescue operation in process.
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 Stowaways/ In Short / News from Piraeus

Detention in Gabon
■ ■ At the end of March the Club was noti-
fied that a member’s ship had been detai-
ned in Gabon, West Africa. It appears that
the Gabonese Merchant Marine Authorities
have decreed that ships entering Gabonese
ports require to undergo a safety inspection,
to be paid for in cash by the master. Our
members were obliged to pay, and we un-
derstand that the minimum cost of such an
‘inspection’ is USD 5,000, with higher sums
for larger vessels. This is obviously highly
unsatisfactory; owners should perhaps con-
sider including in their charterparties a pro-
vision to ensure that costs so incurred shall
be for charterers’ account.                ■

New rules for the arrest and
release of vessels in Peru
■ ■ The Club’s correspondents in Peru
have advised about some changes to the
country’s legislation as to the arrest and re-
lease of vessels for maritime claims. The
proceedings (for the arrest and release of
vessels) were previously handled by the lo-
cal maritime authorities, and a vessel that
had been arrested was usually released fairly
promptly once an accepted form of security
was provided. The new legislation provides
that the proceeding will be handled by the
Peruvian courts. The courts are, reportedly,
less experienced in maritime matters, and
are already working at  full capacity. In ad-
dition, the courts are expected to adopt a
more formal approach to the proceedings
and they are only open between 9 and 3
Monday to Friday. Our correspondents fear
that the courts might become overloaded
with work, in particular considering the
country’s cargo-friendly policy. Peruvian
law allows an embargo on the presumption

of a loss and an embargo may be enforced against an-
other vessel within the same ownership. In addition,
shore figures are conclusive evidence when it comes
to differences in weight for liquid and bulk cargoes
and there is a constant flow of cargo claims for short-
landing. The Club suspects that the new legislation
may entail a decrease in the amount of arrests, but
also that it will be more complicated to release the
vessel if arrested.      ■

Proposed Marine Liability Act
in Canada
■ ■ The Canadian Federal Government is expected
to enact new legislation later this year. The Bill, that is
currently proceeding through the House of Com-
mons, covers several areas such as passenger liabilities,
limitation of liability, pollution and cargo liabilities.
Some of the legislation is new and some is taken from
the Canadian Shipping Act and provincial law. One
of the more important novelties is that the Bill sug-
gests the adoption of the Athens Convention relating
to carriage of passengers and their goods by sea. For
more information, please contact our Claims & Legal
Support Department.

■

PEME Pre-Engagement
Medical Examination
■ ■ Following up on our article in the latest issue of
The Swedish Club Letter members will by now have
received a copy of our study, the response to which
will enable us to proceed with our project in the best
interest of our valued members. If you have not
already done so we would ask you kindly to respond
to our study as promptly and accurately as possible.
Your response will enable us to best serve your inte-
rests.  In respect of the PEME guidelines they are still
in the process of being revised and we are at present
receiving advice and gaining advantage of experience
held by our medical experts with whom we work.
Until revised and finalised the guidelines are thus an
internal working product.

■

News
from

Piraeus

It’s always beautiful in Greece
■ ■  Pope John Paul II paid a 24-hour visit to Athens in early
May. The 81-year old pontiff made his first trip to Athens as
part of a pilgrimage retracing the steps of the apostle Paul
and to improve relations between the two churches. As part
of his visit, he prayed at the Pnyx Hill under the Acropolis
where Paul had preached. His visit was received with mixed
feelings by the Greeks, whose history with the Catholic
church has been troubled over the centuries.

The Swedish Club, however, has no mixed feelings in the
marine insurance markets as we now finally see a small
change in rates, bringing the market slowly back to some-
thing we believe is a level that will be satisfactory for all par-
ties involved.

We have also received positive feedback in respect of our

loss prevention activities in Greece, where we have decided
to improve and upgrade our Training Centre in Piraeus,
which will be ready in September.

Looking to the future, I had the pleasure of attending the
launch of the hull of EQUINOX DAWN, the first vessel in a
series of three for the new joint company of the Goumas and
Lekanidis families. The launch took place in Croatia where
the vessel slid smoothly down the blocks after the champag-
ne bottle hit the bow.

Regarding the weather – it’s always beautiful
in Greece.

Clas Rydén
GENERAL MANAGER

The Swedish Club Greece

Stowaways
in a small world
■ ■ Fate took a hand in a curi-
ous stowaways case earlier this
year. It concerned a Scandinavi-
an lady in her mid-forties, living
in a Mediterranean port. Her
husband was not from Scandina-
via but had the necessary docu-
ments demonstrating rights of
permanent residence. This story
is not without romance! The
wife wanted to return to Scandi-
navia but there were financial
barriers to overcome. In short,
the loving couple had no money
for the trip and, secondly, a
normal departure was ruled out
by outstanding debts. This provi-
ded the background to their
discreet selection of a ship
bound for Scandinavia. The
couple came out of hiding 24
hours after departure. They were
taken before the master, clut-
ching valid passports. This was
the moment when fate interve-
ned. It happened that the Scan-
dinavian master knew the
woman’s brother (also a seafa-
rer)! The tension dissolved, the
couple achieved their goal and
the story ended with the arrival
of the vessel and a more conven-
tional last leg of the journey – a
bus ride to the family home!

                                                   ■
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